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or combating a disease, we are obedient to God in correcting His work1. He indeed Himself is still the agent there, for we are but ' occasional causes,' and He is the executant of our volitions; having engaged Himself to be so, whether they be right or wrong. Our position, therefore, is simply that of workers of signals at our several stations; we make signs to Him to cause this or that; He binds Himself to do it, whether it be conformable or not with the supreme order. Thus, ' though we can do no one any good or harm by our own power, we can oblige God by our practical desires, in virtue of the laws of union between soul and body, to do good and harm to other men; for it is we who will the movement of tongue and arms, but God who alone can effect it V In this view, God places His power at our disposal pro re natd, instead of lending us a store of it for our own keeping, sufficient for us to draw on through life.
In representing Moral distinctions as objects of Rational discernment, Malebranche did not mean to say that, in a conflict and decision of conscience, the matter judged was of the same kind with that involved in a conclusion of the understanding; or that the purely quantitative ideas which suffice for logical procedure would also supply ethical results. He would not, I suppose, have denied that the conditions of intellect are conceivable without any perception of the contents of character; only, such intellect would have only one side of that larger f Reason' which he predicates of God and man. The main interest in which he puts mathematical and moral certainty under the same head is, that he may claim them both as having the same security of intuition, notwithstanding their difference of kind \ and so be able to treat them as the common data of all known minds. He was intent on universalising morals, as all men agree to universalise geometry; and emphasised the eternal and immutable character of Right by planting it in the essence of God, side by side with truth similarly eternal and immutable. From that infinite Source he derived, in the order of 1 Traite de Morale, I. 20-23.                   2 Ibid. XV. x. 8.